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Tur Jxsus gene sab uro AIZ. Go 
YOUR WAY; AND, TEIL JOHN. WHAT THINGS VB 
HAVE, SEEN"AND HEARD; HOW THAT, THE, BLIND. 
 SEBz THE LAME, WALK, THE LEPERS ARE. 
CLEANSED, THE DEAF HEAR, THE DEAD 
ARE RAISED, ro Tur POOR THE GOSPEL 18 
PREACHED. ; * 


OU will immediately recollect the oecaſion 
on Which theſe words were ſpoken. They 
make a part of the anſwer which our Sa- 
viour gave to the two diſciples whom John the 
Baptiſt ſent to him, to aſk whether he was the great 
Deliverer that was to come, or they were to look 
for another. The whole paſſage is a remarkable 


one, and affords ample matter for obſervation; but 
A the 


A SERMON PREZAChED 


the particular circumſtance, to which I mean to 
draw your attention at preſent, 1s the laſt clauſe of 
the text, in which we are told, that To THE Poor 
THE GOP. IS PREACHED, 0 


That our Lord ſhould appeal to the miracles 
which he had juſt wrought before the eyes of the 
two diſciples, as an inconteſtible proof that he was 
the Meſſiah, will be thought very natural and pro- 
per; but that he fhould immediately ſubjoin to this, 
as an additional proof; and a proof on which he 
ſeems to lay as much ſtreſs as on the other, that To 
THE POOR THE GOSPEL WAS PREACIIED, may appear 
at the firſt view a little extraordinary. We ſhall, 
however, ſoon be ſatisfied that in this, as well as in 
every other inſtance, our divine Maſter acted with 
conſummate wiſdom. He was ſpeaking to Jews. 
His object was to convince them that he was the 
MEss1An. The obvious way of doing this was to 
ſhew. that he correſponded to the deſcription which 
their own prophets gave of that great perſonage. 

Now they ſpeak of him as one, who ſhould not only 
— ears to the deaf, feet to the 

| lame, 


at S7. Pabt's CRrunbiktz Landon. 
lame, and ſpeech to the dumb, but ſhould alſo 


PREACH GOOD TIDINGS To THE MEER AND TAE lab 
poor *; theſe were two difintF and ſeparate e = 


by which he was'to be known, and it was 
as proper and neceſſary for our Saviour to refer to 
the one as to the other. Whoever pretended to be 
the Mrssian, muſt unite in himſelf theſe two great 
diſcriminating peculiarities,” which taken together 
form one of the moſt illuſtrious and beneficent cha- 
racters that can be imagined; acharaQerdifſtinguiſhed 
by the communication of the greateſt of all earthly 
bleſſings to two. deſcriptions of men, who ſtood 
moſt in need of aſſiſtance, rhe diſeaſed, and the poor. 
To the former, the promiſed Saviour of the world 
was to give health; to the latter, ſpiritual in- 
firuftion. In this manner was the great Re- 
deemer marked out by the prophets, and this glo- 
rious diſtinction did Chriſt diſplay and ſupport i in 
his own ris ane the wan ee af 
his mee bl Mi DAT 
That 120 was \ infinitely FE to ay v aber f 
teacher of religion in the number, and the benevo- 
1 5 2 an eee lent 
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lent nature of his miracles, is well known; and that 
be was no leſs diſtinguiſhed, by the circumſtance of 
 'PREACHING/ TO. THE POOR; that there was no 
one either before or after him, who made it ſo 
much his peculiar buſineſs to inſtruct them, and 
them as he did, is L certain. The antient 
prophets were, uſually ſent to kings and princes, to 

the rich and the great, and many of their prophecies 

were couched in ſublime figurative language, be- 

yond the comprehenſion of the vulgar, There 

were indeed other parts of the Jewiſh ſcriptures 
ſufficiently plain and intelligible, and adapted to all 
capacities; but even theſe the rabbies and the 
ſcribes, the great expounders of the law among 

the Jews, contrived to perplex and darken, and ren- 

der almoſt uſeleſs by their yain traditions, their ab- 

ſurd gloſſes, and childiſh interpretations. So far 

were they from ſhowing any particular regard or 
tenderneſs to the common people, that they, held 
them in the utmoſt contempt ; they conſidered them 
*Johnvii. as accurſed , becauſe they knew not that law, which 
ons they themſelves took care to render impenetrably 
obſcure to them. They took away the key of 

„ know» 
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6 knowledge ; they entered not in themſelves, and * Luke 
« thoſe that were entering in they hindered *,” 1 4 oh 0 
was even a proverbial ſaying among them, that 95 | 
Spirit of God did not reſt but upon a righ man , 80 So. 
different were the maxims of the. great Jewiſh 
teachers from the ſentiments and conduct of that 
heavenly Inſtructor, who openly declared, and Slo- 
ried in the declaration, chat he came To PREACH 


ef 
THE GOSPEL TO THE PooR |," 


Nor did the lower ranks of mankind meet with 
better treatment in the Heathen world. There 
were amon g the antient Pagans, at different periods, 
and in different countries, many excellent moral 


I + Grotius on Matth. xi. g. 
t It may be alledged, that by the Peoy, to whom our Lord preached 
the goſpel, the ſacred writers meant not the poor in 'circumfances, 
but the poor in ſpirit. The truth is, they meant both; by our Savi- 
our's conduct both ſenſes were equally verified ; and theſe two forts of 
poverty are ſo frequently found united, that it is ſcarce neceſſary, at 
leaſt in the preſent inſtance, to diſtinguiſh between them. For more 
complete ſatisfaction on this and ſome other points (of which but a 
very imperſect view is given here) ſee Biſhop Hurd's admirable ſermon ” 
on Matth. v. 3. ſ. 8. 


writers 
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writers of fine talents and profound knowledge ; but 
their compoſitions were calculated not for theilliterate 
and the indigent, but for men of ability and erudition 


like themſelves. They thought the poor below their 


* Ecclus 
„xxvili. 


25, 26. 


notice or regard; they could not ſtoop ſo low as to ac- 
commodate themſelves to the underſtandings of the 
vulgar. Their ambition even in their ethical trea- 
tiſes, was to pleaſe the learned few. To theſe the 
Dialogues of Plato, the Ethics of Ariſtotle, the Of- 
fices of Cicero, the Morals of Seneca and of Plu- 
tarch, might afford both entertainment and infor- 
mation ; but had they been read to a Grecian or a 
Roman peaſant, he would not, I conceive, have 
found himſelf either much enlightened or much im- 
proved by them. How ſhould he get wiſdom from 
ſach ſources ** that holdeth the plough, and that 
« glorieth in the goad; that driveth oxen, and is 
« occupied in their labours ; that. giveth his mind 
« to make furrows, and is diligent to give the kine 
% fodder *.” Very different occupations theſe from 


the ſtud! ies of the philoſopher or the metaphyſician, 


and not very well calculated to prepare the mind 
for 
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tor the lectures of the nn, ſermons 1 
the Portico. Fr 2 ZI 


The truth is, there was not a ſingle book of mo- 
rality at that time written ſolely or principally. for 
the uſe of the ignorant and the poor; nor had they 
their duty explained to them in any other mode 
of inſtruction adapted to their capacities. They 
had no leſſons of conduct given them ſo plain, ſo fa- 
miliar, ſo forcible, ſo authoritative, as thoſe which 
are now regularly difpenſed to every Chriſtian con · 
gregation; nothing that made the ſmalleſt. ap · 
proach to our Saviour's divine diſeourſes, (eſpeci+ 
ally that from the Mount) to the ten command - 
ments, to the other moral parts of the Old 
and New Teſtament, or to the practical inſtriic- 
tions and exhortations given weekly to the people 
by the miniſters of the goſpel. They were left to 
form a ſyſtem of morality for themſelves as well as 
they could; in which they were ſo far from being 
aſſiſted by their national religion, that both the 
mode and the objects of their worſhip, were of 
chemſelves ſufficient to corrupt their hearts, and 
to counteract any right opinions or virtuous in- 

2 clinations 
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elinations that by eaſually ſpring 5 in their 
minds, | 


In this ſituation did our bleſſed Lord find the in- 
ferior claſs of mankind when he entered upon his 
miniſtry. He found them without guide, inſtructor, 
counſellor, or friend. He ſaw them (to uſe the affect- 
ing language of Scripture) * fainting and ſcattered 
* abroad as ſheep having no ſhepherd; and he had 
_ * compaſſion upon them *.“ He took them in- 
ſtantly under his protection, he ſhared with them 
the miſeries of their condition. He aſſumed the 
form of a ſervant, ſubmitted to all the hardſhips of 
that ſituation, and frequently * had not even where 
i to lay his head.“ Although he did not reje# the 
wealthy and the great, but on the contrary received 
them with the utmoſt kindneſs, ' whenever they 
ſhewed any marks of a right and teachable diſpoſi- 
tion, yet not many noble, not mary mighty, were 
at firſt called +:” It was from among fiſhermen 
and mechanics that he choſe his companions and 
apoſtles. It was to the poor he chiefly addreſſed 
his diſcourſes, With 1 * principally lived and 
— 
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converſed, and to their underſtandings was the greater 

part of his parables, his alluſions, his reaſonings, 

his precepts, and his exhortations, moſt kindly ac- 
commodated. He taught them as one having au- 

e thority, and not as the Seribes “. He taught —_—_ 
them with a clearneſs, a ſimplicity, a dignity, a 
tenderneſs to which they had never before been ac- 
cuſtomed, inſomuch, that the © common people 

* heard him gladly; they were aſtoniſhed at his 

« doctrine, they wondered at the gracious words 

« which proceeded out of his mouth, and they 

< declared with one voice, that never man ſpake 

« as he ons +.” | + Mk 


xii. 37. 
Matth. 


vii. 28. 


Thus did our heavenly Inſtructor moſt exadtly 1 _ 
fulfil the predictions of the prophets and his 6wn Jkn vii. 
declarations, that he would EvANGELIZE To 
THE PooR. The conſequence was what might 
naturally be expected from a meaſure, as full of 
wiſdom as it was of humanity, although totally 
oppoſite to the uſual practice of moral teachers. 

In a ſhort ſpace of time that goſpel which was 
at firſt preached more particularly to the poor, 

& B was 
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| was embraced alſo by the r/ch; and became in a 


+ 1 Cor. 


. 


few centuries the eſtabliſhed religion of the moſt 
powerful and extenfive empire in the world, as 
it now is of all the moſt. civilized and moſt 
enlightened kingdoms of the earth; Whereas 
the renowned ſages of antiquity, by purſuing a 
contrary courſe, by making it their only object to 


pleaſe, amuſe, and inform the learned and the 


great, were never able with all their wiſdom and 
eloquence, to enlighten or reform a fingle pro- 


vince, or even a ſingle city of any note or mag- 
nitude “. N 


| , ; _— 
* 33 
: Ce 
,” 


„ : \ 


* Hence it is obvious to remark, how very unfortunately thoſe wri- 
ters againſt Chriſtianity have employed their time and labour, who 
have taken ſo much pains to prove that among the firſt converts to 
that religion, there were but few in proportion of any conſiderable 


rank or fortune. This is a charge which the firſt preachers of 


the goſpel were ſo far from wiſhing to deny or diſſemble, that they 
openly avowed and gloried in it 1. Their ſucceſſors have as little 
reaſon to be afraid, or aſhamed of acknowledging the fact as they had. 
They juſtly conſider it as one proof, among many others, of that diwine 
wiſdom which ſuperintended and eonducted the progreſs of Chriſtianity, 

| in 
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We have here then the utmoſt encouragement 


to tread in the ſteps of our divine Lawgiver, and 
to imitate, as far as we are able, that method of pro- 
pagating his religion which he adopted, and which 
was attended with ſuch ſignal ſucceſs. Although 
it is undoubtedly our duty © to preach the goſpel 
eto every creature * to preſs it on all ranks of 
people, high and low, rich and poor; yet the 
example of our Lord plainly calls upon us to 


* Mark 
xvi. 15. 


ſhow a peculiar attention to thoſe whom Provi- 


dence has placed in the humbler conditions of life. 
The reaſons for this are obvious : they are the 
ſame which probably influenced our Saviour's con- 
duct in this reſpect, and they ſtill ſubſiſt in their 
full force. The poor have in general much fewer 
opportunities of learning their duty themſelves 
than the wealthy and the great: their education 
ſeldom qualifies them, and their conſtant cares and 
labours leave them but little leiſure for acquiring 

B 2 ſufficient 


in a way ſo different from what awordly wiſdom would have dictated; 
beginning with the cottage and ending with the imperial throne. 
Falſe religion has generally- reverſed this order, and has ſucceeded 
eccordingly. I 
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ſufficient religious knowledge without aſſiſtance. 
Their ſpiritual as well as temporal neceſſities are but 
too often overlooked, and diſregarded by their ſupe- 
riors, and yet they form by far the largeſt and moſt 
neceſſary part of the community, Add to all this, 
that they are commonly much freer from prejudice, . 
much leſs wedded to ſyſtems and opinions, more 
open to conviction, more anxious to obtain infor- 
mation, and more ready to embrace truth, than the 
higher ranks of men. Theſe circumſtances evi- 
dently point them out as objects highly worthy of 
our utmoſt care and diligence, in furniſhing their 
minds with thoſe ſacred truths, thoſe rules of moral 
and religious conduct, which are neceſſary to render 
them © wiſe unto ſalvation.” 


With this view it was that Tux SocteTy ron 
PROMOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE was firſt 
inſtituted. It breathes the true ſpirit of chriſtianity, 
and follows, at a humble diſtance, the example of 
its divine Author, by diffuſing the light of the goſ- 
pel more eſpecially among the Poor. This is its 
peculiar province and employment ; and there are 

5 true 
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7100 ways in which it carries Ow ue purpoſe 
into execution. 


Ry" Sl Sena 6s ali 46 this 


rity ſchools in every part of the kingdom, and by | 
ſupplying them afterwards with proper religious in- 


ſtructions, and wholeſome rules for their direction 
and good government. The fruit of theſe its pious 
labours and exhortations in this city and its neigh- 
bourhood, you have now before your eyes. You 
here ſee near five' thouſand children, collected toge- 
ther from the charity ſchools in and about London 


and Weſtminſter. A ſpectacle this, which is not, 


perhaps, to be paralleled in any other country in the 
world; which it is impoſſible for any mah of the 
leaſt ſenſibility to ' contemplate without emotions 
of tenderneſs and delight; which we may venture 
to ſay, that even our Lord himſelf (who always 
ſhewed a remarkable affection for children) would 
have looked on with complacency; and which ſpeaks 
more forcibly in favour of this branch of the So- 
ciety's paternal care and attention, than any argu- 


13 


ments 


14 


A sSFERMON An 
ments for it that words could convey to you ®, 1 


ſhall, therefore, only obſerve on this head, that 


large as the number is of the charity children now 
preſent in this place, it bears but a ſmall proportion 
to the whole number in the ſchools of Great-Britain 


and Ireland, which excreds forty: thouſand. And 
when you conſider that this Society was the original 
promoter, and has been the conſtant patron and 


protector of theſe ſchools, Which have ſubſiſted now 
for near a century; that the children educated in 
them are taken from the moſt indigent and helpleſs 


claſs of people thats conſequently, without theſe 
ſchools, they would ptobably have had no education 
at all; and that nothing 1 is ſo likely to preſerve them 


from idleneſs, beggary, profligacy and miſery, as 


Unprating * and Wen on their njovcnied 


1s 137 1 


The truſtees of the hotich ſchools en RR this year 
to range the children lamounting to near five thouſand) in a kind of 
temporary amphitheatre under the dome of St. Paul's, where the ſer- 


vice was performed, and the ſermon preached, the congregation occupy» 
ing the area. The effect of ſo large à number of children, diſpoſed in 


that form, and uniting with one voice in the reſponſes and in the 


Pfalm- ſinging, was wonderfully pleaſing and affecting. This prac- 


ice, I underſtand, is meant to be continued. 


I and 


— 
4 


1 
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and. uncorrupted minds ſound principles of piety, 
induſtry, honeſty and ſobriety ; you will be ſenſible 


that the Society has adopted a plan no leſs beneficial - 


to the public, than conformable to the ſentiments 
of the great Author of our religion; in recommend-- 
ing charity ſchools as one very effectual method of 
. min 88 We mann ut mild 


2111 35 - vb, 2317 


But the clan goes we farther mien * 
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dook that confine its cares merely to the childhood of 


the Poor ; it follows them, with unremitted kind» 
neſs, through every ſubſequent period of their lies. 
It is the guard of their youth, the companion of 
their manhood, the comfort: of their old age. The 


principal part of its employment is to provide, at a 
very conſiderable expenee, and to diſperſe among 


the lower people of all ages and occupations, a very 
ſmall tracts, on a variety of religious ſubjects, com- 
poſed purpoſely for their uſe by men of eminent 
piety and ability, adapted to their capacities, and 
accommodated to all their various ſpiritual wants. 
In theſe are explained to them, in the cleareſt and 

moſt 
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moſt familiar terms the firſt grounds and rudiments 
of their faith; the main evidences and moſt eſſential 
doctrines of chriſtianity, the ſeveral duties they owe 
to God, their neighbour, and themſelves, and the 
nature and benefits of the two chriſtian ſacraments; 
By theſe alſo, they are aſſiſted in the ſervice of the 
church, in their private devotions, in reading, un- 
derſtanding, and applying the holy ſcriptures ; are 
ſupported under afflictions, are guarded' againſt 
temptation, are fortified more eſpecially againſt thoſe 
vices to which the poor are moſt ſubject, and fur- 
niſhed with proper cautions and arguments, to pre- 
ſerve them from the artifices of popery, and the 


| — of enthufiafm. 


This is a ſhort ſketch of the ſeveral objects to 
which the governing members of our Society have 
directed their attention, and the proviſion they have 
made for the inſtruction of the ignorant and the 


| poor. Of the little treatiſes here alluded to, ſome 


might undoubtedly. be much improved, and ſome, 

perhaps, might be ſpared. ; But many of them are 

excellent, the greateſt part extremely uſeful, and 
calculated 


at ST. Pavr's CATwebRAt; London. 
calculated to do eſſential ſervice to that rank uf men 
among whom they are diſtributed. Nor is the be- 
nevolence of our Society reſtrained within the limits 


of this iſland only. Its principal object is indeed, 


as it certainly ought to be, the inſtruction of our 
own poor; but it has occaſionally extended its kind 
aſſiſtance to other countries, both neighbouring 
and remote. It has eſtabliſhed ſchools and miſſions 
in various parts of the Eaſt Indies, for the con- 
verſion and inſtruction of the Heathens; and has 
diſperſed among them many religious tracts in the 
Malabar language. It has carried its regard to the 
Greek church in Paleſtine, Syria, Meſopetamia, 
Arabia, and Egypt. For this purpoſe it has printed 
the new teſtament and pſalter in Arabic, and has 
already ſent a large number of both, with ſome 
other tracts, into Perſia and India. It has pub- 
liſhed three ſeveral editions of the bible in the 


Welſh language, and diſtributed them through 


every part of Wales, to the amount of fifty thou- 
ſand copies. It has made proviſion for the educa- 
tion of youth, and the due celebration of divine 
worſhip, in the Scilly Iſlands, where there was the 

C | utmoſt 
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utmoſt need of both; and it has likewiſe printed 
and diſperſed over the Iſle of Man many thouſand 
copies of the old and new teſtament, of the common 
prayer, and other religious books, in the . 
W of that iſland *. a; 


4 


* ond attention of the managers of the 
Society to the ſpiritual wants of the poor in many 


different parts of the world, as well as at home, the 


number of religious tracts and books which they 


have diſtributed, from their firſt inſtitution to this 


day, is ſo immenſely great, as. almoſt to exceed 


belief +. And. although, in ſome inſtances, the 
ſucceſs of their endeavours has not fully anſwered 
their expectations, yet there can be no doubt bit 


that upon the whole their labours have done infi- 
nite ſervice to the cauſe of religion. Indeed, all the 
Clergy who are members of the Society, and. have 


made a conſtant and diſcreet uſe of their tracts, can 


* See the account of the Society? s proceedings * to this 


ſermon. 


+ Even within the laſt fifty years, the number of books and traits 


Aiſtributed by them has amounted to no leſs than 2,834,371. 


bear, 


at ST: Paur's CATHDRAL, London. 


mony to the advantages reſulting from them. Next 


to the ſtated offices of divine-worſhip, and the re- 
gular inſtructions: from the pulpit, it is evident, 


that nothing can contribute more to excite and keep 


alive a due — mmh 


with a . of ne 1 ——— 
ligious treatiſes, each of them judiciouſſy adapted to 
their reſpective neceſſities. It ſupplies, in ſome de- 
gree, the want of that moſt uſeful branch of mini- 
ſterial duty which has, I fear, of late years, grown 
but too much into diſuſe, perſonal conference with 
our pariſhi oners ; for which, unleſs We have ſome 


fuch ſubſtitute as this, we ſhall find, probably, that 


our public inſtructions will produce en, ; 


than Ak naturally ought. | 


ene. 


There is ie 16 oat for the diſtribution of 


ſmall religious tracts among the common people, 
which has, I think, conſiderable weight. * It ap- 
pears, that this is the very mode made uſe of by two 
of our moſt. formidable enemies, I mean, Infidels 


C 2 and 


3 


* 3 
bear, and many of them have: borne, ample teſti- 


20 
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and Papifts ; by the one to corrupt religion, and by 
the other to dz/froy it. There are undoubted: proofs 
that the former recommend, and practiſt it, as the 
moſt effectual method of diſſominating irreligion 
among all ranks of people ; and we know, from our 
own experience in this country, that the latter are in- 
defatigable in diſperſing a multitude: o little books, 
molt artfully oompoſed, in defence: of the ſeveral 
ſuperſtitious doctrines of their church, in order to 
impoſe on the eredulity of the a and ſeduce 
eee ee „ Ali 


* 


It nn that M. Voltaine in sener * . inau- 
merable little pieces againſt Revelation; that he prided himſelf great- 
ly in having found out this method of e the world; and that 
ke was highly apptauded dy Mr. D*Alembert'ah{t others, for the wit 


eee e ee; Ot 17-01" 90 

+ The induſtry of the Roman Catholics, in — their — 
with a vaſt variety of ſmall tracts on religious ſubjects, is no ſecret, 
In a funeral diſcourſe lately puhliſhed on the death of an eminent 
divine of the Nomiſh church, Richard Cbaloner, who: as called Biſhop 
of Debra, and Apoſtolic Vicar If ihe London Diſirid, may be ſeen a liſt 
of . — Poptſh tratts, in recommendiion of his religion, which 
were an the produce n ben. * 7601 $9119 


S | 17 14 
l 11. 11 © { 


Let 


; II. A * 


at ST; PAavuL's CATHEDRAL, London. 


Let us then endeavour to foil our enemies at 
their own weapons, which will ſurely prove more. 
powerful, and more ſucceſsful, in the hands of 

truth, than in thoſe of error; and let us, with that 
view, give all poſfible encouragement to a Society, 

which is inſtituted for the very purpoſe of furniſh» 
ing us with a conſtant ſupply of the beſt helps to- 
wards counteracting the pernicious deſigns. of thofe 
who *< ſet themſelves againſt us; who make uſe, of 
every EP eee or to in- 
troduce & conrpge one. | | 


e and triyiak as . little tif 
diſperſed by the Society may ſeem, yet it is by the 
repeated efforts of ſuch ſmall mſtruments as _— 
that the greateſt effects axe often produced. 
numbers, their plainneſs, and their a = 
give them a force and efficacy, and extent of circu- 
lation, which much more voluminous and more 
laboured compoſitions may not be able to acquire; 
juſt as we ſee that the loweſt and humbleſt, and moſt 


numerous bodies of men, not the opulent and ſplen- 
6 did 
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did few are thoſe that pee and 
wee of the W | 


It bas been frequently aſſerted, that it is yuILo- 
soruv, MODERN PHILOSOPHY, which has enlight- | 
efied and improved mankind. But whom has it 
enlightened and improved ? A ſmall knot, perhaps, 
of wits and philoſophers, and learned men ; but 
how have the multitude, the bulk of the people, 
thoſe who really conſtitute the world, been enlight- 
ened and improved? Do they read the works of 
Bolingbroke, of D' Alembert, of Hi ume, or of 
Raynal? Thanks be to God thoſe ow and 


bulky compoſitions are equally beyond their under- 
ſtandings to comprehend, their leiſure to peruſe, 
and their ability to purchaſe. Moſt fortunately for 
mankind, the miſchief of ſuch writings is confined 
(comparatively ſpeaking) to a very narrow circle, 
which their admirers, however, are pleaſed to dig- 
nify with the name of the world. The vulgar, the 
vile populace, ſo far are thoſe great philoſophers 
from deſiring to inſtruct and reform, that they 


think 


| 
at Sr. PavL's CaTarDRAr; London. 

think them utterly unworthy of a reaſonable religios. 

This the moſt eminent of their fraternity has de- 


clared in expreſs terms . On the other hand, the : 


Author of our religion declares, that he came. To 
PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE PooR. Here then you 
ſee oppoſed to each other the ſpirit of MRISTIA- 
NITY and the ſpirit of yyiLosoPyy. Judge ye, for 
yourſelves, which is moſt worthy of God and benefi- 
cial to man, and make your choice accordingly. If 


you take PHILosOPHY for your guide, you will 


deſpiſe the humble employment of diffuſing religious 
knowledge among the common people ; but if you 
chuſe CuRISF for your maſter, you will give a proof 
of it this day, by patronizing a Society that forms 


= 


* Mr. Voltaire ſpeaking of certain ſuperſtitious ſes in China, has 
theſe very remarkable words: Ces ſectes ſont” tolerees à la Chine 
pour Puſage du Vulgaire, comme des alimens groſſiers faits pour le 
nourrir; tandis que les magiſtrats & les lettres, ſepares en tout du 
peuple, ſe nouriſſent d'une ſubſtance plus pure. Il. /emble en et que 
la populace ne merite pas une religion raiſonable, 


Eſſai ſar Hiſtoire Generale, Tom. i. p. 33, 34+ _ 


itſelf 


Wo 
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1 on his model, and. profeſſos to carry on the 
great work of reformation which He begun, in the 
very way which he pointed. UN, "BY REACHING 
THE 608FEL To THE: ben. 0 10 10K 
7 \ os | 0, Ss 
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